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OGMORE  AND  GARW  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1944 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ogmore  and  Garw  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Miss  Llewellyn  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  fwenty-fifth  annual 
report  upon  the  vital  statistics  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the 
Ogmore  and  Garw  Urban  District  for  the  year  1944. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Welsh  Board  of 
Health  the  report  is  prepared  on  the  lines  of  that  for  1943. 

The  population,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General,  is 
23,910  ; the  birth-rate  is  19.3,  and  the  general  death-rate  is  10.8 
per  1,000  of  the  total  population.  The  infantile  death-rate  is  61 
per  1,000  live  births;  the  still-birth  rate  is  19  per  1,000  total 
births:  the  maternal  death-rate  is  2.1  per  1,000  total  births. 
On  the  whole  during  1944  the  district  has  been  free  from 
any  major  epidemic  and  the  general  health  of  the  popu- 
lation has  been  good,  but  there  has  been  some  evidence  of  a slight 
increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  early  rickets  amongst  children 
attending  the  infant  Welfare  Centres.  A number  of  families  in 
the  area  continue  to  live  in  overcrowded  conditions  and  no  improve- 
ment in  this  direction  can  be  expected  until  additional  houses, 
either  temporary  or  permanent,  are  provided. 

The  provision  of  houses  for  these  families  and  for ; families 
living  in  obsolete  or  obsolescent  housing  accommodation  should 
in  my  view  receive  the  first  priority  in  the  post-war  programme 
of  the  local  authority. 
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Other  matters  calling  for  comment  are  the  continued  preva- 
lence of  scabies,  which  may  be  expected  to  increase  in  incidence 
with  the  discharge  of  men  and  women  from  the  Forces  : the  heads 
of  a number  of  young  women  and  girls  have  been  found  to  be 
verminous  on  admission  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  this  condition 
indicates  defective  personal  hygiene. 

In  conclusion  I would  bring  to  your  notice  the  excellent  work 
performed  through  tout  the  year  by  the  staff  of  the  department. 

I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  A.  MURPHY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  Council  Offices, 
Brynmenyn, 


August,  1945. 
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I. — Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 


Area — Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17,984 

Estimated  population,  1944  ...  ....  23,910 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1944  (estimated)  ...  5,442 

Rateable  value — Before  de-rating  ...  ...  ...  £93,652 

,,  „ After  de-rating  ...  ...  ...  £72,460 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £267 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


The  vast  majority  of  the  male  population  are  engaged  in  the 
coal-mining  industry.  During  recent  years  a proportion  of  males, 
and  a considerable  number  of  females,  not  hitherto  gainfully 
employed,  have  been  employed  in  factories  situated  in  an  adjoining 
area.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  up  to  the  last  few  years  there  had 
been  only  very  limited  opportunities  for  the  employment  of  females, 
the  resultant  additional  income  to  many  homes  consequent  on  female 
employment  created  a relative  prosperity  in  marked  contrast  to  the 
conditions  which  existed  in  past  years.  It  is  questionable  whether 
the  full-time  employment  of  women  with  household  responsibilities 
is  desirable,  but  difficult  conditions  will  undoubtedly  arise  when  the 
present  avenue  for  female  employment  is  closed. 


2.— EXTRACTS 

FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  1944. 

Total  M.  F. 

Live  "'l  Legitimate 

y 

...  450 

226 

224  'I 

)•  Birth-rate. . . 1 9.3 

Births  J Illegitimate 

...  12 

7 

5 J 

Rate  per  1,000 

Stillbirths  ... 

...  9 

4 

5 total  births...  19 

Deaths 

...  259 

158 

101  Death-rate...  10,8 

Rate  per  1,000  total  Births 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  sepsis  ...  0^1  — 

y Other  puerperal  causes  1 [>  2.1 

puerperal  causes J Total  ...  ...  1 J 2.1 

Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1, COO  live  births  ...  ...  ..  ...  61 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births  . . 60 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  166 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  29 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

„ „ Whooping-cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  4 

. ,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  1 

,,  ,,  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 
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II. — General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the 
Area. 


There  were  no  additions  to  the  number  of  clinics  and  infant 
welfare  centres  in  the  area.  The  attendances  of  mothers  and 
children  at  the  clinics  and  infant  welfare  centres  provided  continue 
to  be  satisfactory. 

The  three  war-time  nurseries  established  in  the  district  continue 
to  provide  facilities  for  the  care  of  children  of  women  in  employ- 
ment, or  from  families  evacuated  to  the  district  from  other  areas. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

206  patients,  amongst  whom  1 death  occured,  were  admitted  to 
to  Blackmill  Isolation  Hospital  during  1944  ; the  death  was  due 
to  diphtheria. 


HEALTH  VISITORS. 

Number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  1944  : — 
{a)  To  expectant  mothers — 

(1)  First  visits,  373  ; (2)  Revisits,  783  ; (3)  Total  visits 

1,156. 

(b)  To  children  under  one  year  of  age — 

(1)  First  visits,  503  ; (2)  Revisits,  947  ; (3)  Total  visits,  1,450. 


To  children  1 to  5 years.  Total  visits 

4,342 

Orthopaedic  visits 

231 

Ophthalmia  visits 

2 

Tuberculosis  visits 

901 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  enquiries 

10 

CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

There  are  now  no  children  in  the  district  under  9 years  of  age 
adopted  for  reward.  The  Health  visitors  act  as  Child  Protection 
Visitors. 

ADOPTION  OF  CHILDREN  (Regulation)  ACT,  1939 

There  are  three  children  in  the  district  under  supervision  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

MATERNITY  SERVICES. 

178  maternity  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Mid-Glamorgan 
County  Hospital,  Bridgend,  under  the  Council’s  auspices  during  1944 
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Government  Evacuation  Scheme 

The  district  was  a reception  area  under  the  Government 
evacuation  scheme,  and  billeting  accommodation  was  provided  for 
unaccompanied  children,  mothers  with  children,  aged  persons  and 
others  in  the  priority  classes  from  evacuation  areas.  The  evacuees 
came  either  in  organised  parties  or  by  private  arrangements  with 
relatives  or  friends  in  the  district.  At  the  peak  period  the  number  of 
additonal  persons  accommodated  was  — 

Mothers  Children  Unaccompanied  children  Other  adults 
292  423  991  115 

Similar  difficulties  to  those  found  in  other  reception  areas  were 
experienced  in  the  reception  of,  and  continued  provision  of  accom- 
modation for  evacuees,  but  on  the  whole  the  scheme  worked  reason- 
ably smoothy  having  regard  to  all  the  circumstances.  Considerable 
credit  is  due  to  all  those  householders  who  provided  the  necessary 
billets  and  who  undertook  the  care  of  the  unaccumpanied  children 
and  also  to  those  who  accommodated  families  and  aged  persons. 

III. — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

No  developments  in  the  drainage  and  sewerage,  nor  in  the, 
water  supplies  of  the  area,  occurred  during  the  year.  Considerable 
disturbance  of  sewers  and  water  mains  was  caused  by  ground 
subsidence  at  Wyndham,  Ogmore  Vale  and  at  Braichycymmer, 
Pontycymmer. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  number  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  made  during 


the  year  were  as  follows  : — 

Inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts ...  10 

„ „ „ Public  Health  Acts  ...  1844 

Revisits  to  premises  under  repair  ...  ...  ...  1084 

Investigations  and  visits  in  cases  of  infectious  disease  335 
Inspections  under  Shops  Acts  ...  ...  ...  258 

Inspections  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ...  ...  289 

Inspections  of  slaughter-houses  and  slaughtering  ...  614 

„ Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

„ Cinemas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

„ Schools  and  public  buildings  ...  ...  298 

M Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  279 

,,  Butchers’  shops  •••  •••  ...  •••  155 

Special  complaints  investigated  ...  ...  ...  409 

Drains  tested  and  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  127 

Premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  158 

Samples  of  water  collected  for  analysis  ...  ...  34 

,,  milk  collected  for  bacteriological  exa  mination  1 21 

,,  „ milk  tested  for  sediment ...  20 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  and  classification 
of  Factories  in  the  district 

A.  Factories  where  Mechanical  Power  is  employed. 


Printing  Works  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Boot  Repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Electricity  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Mortar  Mills  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pasteurising  Plant  ...  ...  ...  1 

Garages  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

B.  Factories  where  no  Mechanical  Power  is  employed. 

Boot  Repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Dressmaking  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Carpentry  9 

Tailoring  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Smithies  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Watchmakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Garages  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Plumbers  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  of  the  district  and  of  the  Mid-Glamorgan 
area  generally  is  under  the  control  of  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Water 
Board.  The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  throughout 
the  area  : it  has  also  been  satisfactory  in  quantity  with  the  excep- 
tion of  certain  portions  of  the  Wyndham  area  of  Ogmore  Vale 
where  the  quantity  has  been  insufficient  at  the  higher  levels. 
This  matter  has  been  taken  up  with  the  Water  Board  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  improvement  will  be  effected  as  the  result  of  the 
Board's  action. 

The  supply  is  mainly  derived  from  upland  surface  gathering 
grounds  and  no  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  water  are 
made  : 34  samples  of  the  water  going  into  supply  after  treatment 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  with  satisfactory 
results  : and  samples  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  with 
satisfactory  results. 

Chemical  analysis  of  a sample  of  water  from  the  Cwm  Nantyci 
source  showed  this  water  to  have  a pi  umbo-solvent  action.  The 
sample  had  a small  solvent  action  on  lead  with  considerable  erosive 
action  on  bright  lead.  The  results  of  the  analysis  were  made 
available  to  the  Water  Board,  who  instructed  their  Manager  to 
make  investigations  as  to  the  possibility  of  installing  a treatment 
plant  before  the  general  post-war  schemes  of  the  Board  were 
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brought  into  operation  : the  Board’s  Bye-Laws  provide  that  lead 
pipe  shall  not  be  installed  in  any  new  services  and  renewals  are 
always  carried  out  with  galvanised  piping.  I am  indebted  to  the 
Manager  of  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Water  Board  for  the  following 
information  concerning  the  Board’s  water  undertaking  in  the  area  : 
Source  of  Supply.  Treatment  Plant. 

Garw  Valley! 

Blaengarw  High  Level  ...Hypochlorite  injection  plant  on 

outlet  main  from  intake.  Housed 
in  concrete  and  brick  buildings. 


Blaengarw  Low  Level,  ...  Do. 

Nanthir  Do. 

Garw  Fechan  Do. 

Nantyci.  Do. 

Ogmore  Valley. 


Nantymoel  High  Level  ...Automatic  chlorine  gas  injection 

plant,  housed  as  above. 

Nantymoel  Lower  Level  ...Automatic  filter  plant  and  hypo- 
chlorite drip  feed.  Housed  in 
filtration  plant  house  in  service 
reservoir  grounds. 

Dymbath  Valley.  ...  ...Water  carried  to  sedimentation  tank 
(3  sources)  above  filtration  house  at  Llangeinor 

Reservoir  ground.  Water  filtered 
at  automatic  filter  plant  and  treated 
by  chlorine  gas  injection. 


Evanstown. 

Hendre  Evan  Goch  ...Water  from  underground  springs 

flowing  to  2 service  reservoirs. 
Bacteriological  examination  gener- 
ally satisfactory  but  Board  con- 
sidering installation  of  treatment 
plant. 


Glynogwr. 

Brynchwith  ...  ...Water  from  underground  springs — 

remote  mountain  side,  untreated. 
Bacteriological  examination  satis- 
factory. 

Schwyll  ...  ...  ...Automatic  chlorine  gas  injection 

plant  house  in  pumping  station. 
The  water  from  this  source  is 
pumped  to  Cefn  Hirgoed  reservoir 
and  may  be  further  pumped  by  a 
booster  pump  near  Llangeinor  to 
Llangeinor  service  reservoir.  From 
thence  it  may  gravitate  to  parts 
of  Ogmore  and  Garw  valleys  if 
required  by  emergency. 
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All  the  dwelling-houses  in  the  populous  parts  of  the  district  are 
supplied  direct  from  the  water  mains  with  the  exception  of  61 
houses  at  Garw  Fechan  Row,  Beech  Row,  West  Rhondda  Row  and 
Mount  Pleasant,  Pontyrhyl,  which  are  supplied  by  means  of 
stand-pipes. 

IV.— HOUSING. 

No  new  houses  were  erected  in  the  district  during  1944  : all 
the  210  houses  owned  by  the  local  authority  were  occupied  on 
31st  December. 

Considerable  delay  in  the  execution  of  essential  house  repairs 
was  caused  by  difficulty  in  obtaining  supplies  of  building  materials. 

A number  of  families  continue  to  live  in  overcrowded  conditions 
since  it  was  impossible  to  effect  any  improvement  under  present 
conditions. 

Ground  subsidence  in  the  Braichycymmer  area  of  Pontycymmer 
has  continued  and  further  houses  in  that  area  are  becoming  unin- 
habitable : early  action  to  rehouse  tenants  from  this  area  will  be 
called  for  when  circumstances  permit. 

The  whole  question  of  the  housing  position  in  the  district 
should  be  reviewed  by  the  Council  in  connection  with  their  post-war 
development  plans. 

If  it  is  decided  that,  in  addition  to  the  minimum  requirements 
that  houses  shall  be  maintained  in  a satisfactory  state  of  repair  and 
free  from  major  dampness,  every  house  should  be  provided  with  an 
internal  water  supply,  a kitchen  sink,  adequate  cooking  facilities, 
a bathroom  with  hot  and  cold  water  supply,  internal  sanitation,  and 
adequate  facilities  for  food  storage  ; it  will  be  found  that  50%  of 
the  houses  in  the  area  fall  short  of  some  or  all  of  these  requirements, 
and  that  the  cost  of  replacement  would  be  prohibitive.  If  action 
is  confined  to  such  steps  as  are  reasonably  practicable  it  should  be 
possible  for  the  Authority  to  take  effective  measures  to  remedy  the 
position  on  the  re-introduction  of  the  procedure  under  the  Housing 
Acts  for  Clearance  and  Re-development.  There  is  a minimum  of 
139  houses  in  the  area  which  could  be  dealt  with  by  Clearance 
Orders  and  action  in  this  direction  should  be  taken  as  soon  as  may 
be  practicable. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  during  the  year,  in  relation  to  their  housing  duties: — 

HOUSING  INSPECTIONS. 

1 . — Inspections  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  and  the  number  of  inspections 
made  ...  ...  1,854  and  2,938 

(2)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  Regulations....  10 


11 


(3)  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  643 

2.  — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  notice  : — 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  tiie  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  521 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  : — 

(1)  Proceedings  under  Housing  Acts  ; — 

(а)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(б)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 

alter  service  of  notices  : — 

( a ) By  Owners  ....  ....  ....  3 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  •••  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ....  ....  ....  113 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 


defects  were  remedied  : — (a)  By  owners  86 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners  ...  ...  ••.  ....  ...  — 

4. — Demolition  Orders  : — 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 

orders  were  made  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Number  of  houses  demolished  Nil 

Number  of  houses  closed  but  not  demolished  ....  2 


V.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Routine  inspections  of  farms  and  dairies  were  carried  out 
during  the  year  and  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Cardiff 
and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examin- 
ation at  regular  intervals.  Samples  of  milk  for  examination  for 
the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  were  also  submitted  with  negative 
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results.  In  co-operation  with  the  National  Milk  Testing  and 
Advisory  Scheme  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
samples  of  milk  from  producer-retailers  were  sent  to  the  Swansea 
Area  Laboratory  for  submission  to  the  resazurin  test. 

The  premises  licensed  for  the  production  of  pasteurised  milk 
under  the  Milk  (Special)  Designations)  Order  were  regularly 
inspected  and  supervised. 


MEAT. 

The  centralisation  of  slaughtering  in  two  of  the  district 
slaughter-houses  has  greatly  facilitated  the  work  of  meat  inspection 
and  it  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  no  reversion  to  the  system  of 
multiple  privately-owned  slaughter-houses  in  the  post-war  period. 


The  following  table  sets  out  the  amount  of  meat  seized,  con- 
demned and  disposed  of  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  during 
the  year  : — 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle,  ex- 
cluding cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

356 

343 

972 

6674 

16 

Number  inspected  

270 

310 

844 

5324 

16 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis. 
Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

0 

0 

1 

4 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

76 

179 

4 

766 

6 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

28% 

58% 

0.6% 

14% 

64% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

1 

11 

0 

0 

0 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

71 

104 

0 

0 

0 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis 

27% 

37% 

0 

0 

0 

OTHER  FOODS. 

Unsound  food  condemned  : — 

Bacon  and  Ham,  97  lbs.;  Fish,  l\  stone;  Butter,  84j  lbs.;  Tea,  14 
bs. ; Sugar,  2 cwt.  96  lb.;  Cheese,  9 lbs.;  Broad  Beans,  40  lbs.; 
Plotatoes,  53  lbs.;  Assorted  Tinned  Foods,  1399  tins. 


VI. — Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year  1944 


Disease 

No.  of 
Cases 
Notified 

No.  of  Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

83  _ 

50 

Diphtheria 

93 

93 

2 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

Paratyphoid  Fever 
Pneumonia 

99 

i 

16 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

2 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

2 

2 

Erysipelas 

10 

Measles 

115 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

188 

4 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

Malaria 

2 

2 

Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Classified  according  to 

Sex  and  Age. 


Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Ages 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  

16 

13 

2 

6 

1—  

4 

7 

| 4 

4 

20 

38 

8 

13 

3—  

6 

11 

1 

4 

24 

28 

21 

19 

5—  

20 

22 

13 

20 

22 

19 

17 

17 

10—  

7 

2 

15 

12 

1 

2 

3 

2 

15—  

1 

1 

5 

9 

1 

2 

4 

25  and  over 

2 

6 

2 

2 

1 

Totals  ... 

40 

43 

38 

55 

85 

103 

54 

61 

Enteric 

Cerebro-spinal 

Fever 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Fever 

Ages 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  

21 

19 

1 

5—  

13 

5 

1 

1 

15—  

1 

12 

11 

1 

1 

45—  

7 

6 

2 

3 

65  and  over 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Totals  ... 

1 

56 

43 

4 

6 

2 

DIPHTHERIA. 

93  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  1944,  a decrease 
of  10  as  compared  with  the  previous  year  (103).  Two  deaths  were 
attributed  to  diphtheria  during  the  year.  51  of  the  cases  were 
notified  during  August  and  September,  and  of  these,  45  cases 
occurred  in  the  Blaengarw  ward. 
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During  that  period  two  distinct  sources  of  infection  appeared 
to  exist  since  some  of  the  patients  were  infected  with  the  “ mitis 
type  and  others  with  the  “ intermedius  ” type  of  diphtheria 
bacillus,  as  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 

Type  of  C.  Diphtheria  isolated  from  Blaengarw  patients — 
“ Mitis  ” “ Inter  ” Not  typed. 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

14  6 ...  8 9 ...  5 3 

The  “ Mitis  ” type  of  organism  is  most  commonly  found  in 
cases  of  diphtheria  in  this  area,  and  it  was  this  type  that  was 
isolated  from  a group  of  schoolboys  and  their  home  contacts. 
A woman,  who  had  come  on  holiday  to  her  home  at  Blaengarw 
from  another  area,  had  been  ill  with  “ sore  throat  ” for  a week 
before  her  arrival  and  was  then  found  to  be  suffering  from  diphtheria 
of  the  “ inter  ” type.  The  other  cases  of  the  “ inter  ” type  and 
three  of  the  cases  where  the  organism  had  not  been  typed  were 
direct  or  indirect  contacts  of  this  case. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  work  of  diphtheria  immunisation  was  continued  in  the 
district  during  1944  and  was  practically  confined  to  school  entrants 
and  to  children  of  pre-school  age.  The  antigen  used  was  alum- 
precipitated  toxoid,  supplied  free  of  charge  by  the  Welsh  Board  of 
Health.  Two  injections  of  toxoid  were  given,  one  of  0.2c.c.  and 
the  second  of  0.5c.c.  after  one  month’s  interval. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  children  immunised 
in  1944  and  the  estimated  percentage  of  the  child  population 
immunised  : — 


Table  I 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  in  1944:  — 

No.  of  children  immunised  aged  1 to  5 years 

,,  ,,  „ between  5 and  15  years 


265 

37 


Table  II 

Estimated  percentage  of  child  population  considered  to  have 
b^en  immunised  as  at  31st  December,  1914: — 


Aged  1 to  5 years 


Aged  5 years  and  over 
but  under  15  years 


65.7% 


87.4% 


DIPHTHERIA  IN  IMMUNISED  CHILDREN. 


Case  Pre-Schick  Dates  of  Post-Schick  Type  of. 

No.  Test  Immunisation  Test  Disease 


1 

Pos.  8/6/31 

T.A.M.  22/6/31,  30/6/31,  6/7/31 

Neg 

. 16/6/32  Mild 

2 

Pos.  19/2/34 

T.A.M.  26/2/34,  5/3/34,  12/3/34 

Neg 

. 14/1/35  Mild 

3 

Nil 

T.A.M.  20/11/33,  27/11/33 

4/12/33 

Neg.  16/5/38  Mild 

4 

Nil 

A.P.T.  (0.5  c.c.)  2/10/36,  23/4/37, 

Pos.  23/4/37  Mild 

5 

Nil 

A.P.T.  8/12/41  12/1/42 

Nil 

Moderately  Severe 

6 

Nil 

A.P.T.  8/12/41,  12/1/42, 

Nil 

Moderately  Severe 

7 

Nil 

A.P.T.  8/3/43,  5/4/43 

Nil 

Moderately  Severe 

8 

Nil 

A.P.T.  1/2/43,  8/3/43 

Nil 

Mild 

9 

Nil 

A.P.T.  14/7/41,  18/8/41, 

Nil 

Mild 

10 

Nil 

A.P.T.  22/9/41,  13/10/41, 

Nil 

Moderately  Severe 

11 

Nil 

A.P.T.  15/9/42  12/10/42 

Nil 

Moderately  Severe 

12 

Nil 

A.P.T.  7/7/41,  28/7/41, 

Nil 

Mild 

13 

Nil 

T.A.M.  22/11/29,  29/11/29,  6/12/29  Pos.  19/9/30  Mild 

14 

Nil 

A.P.T.  25/11/41  5/1/42 

Nil 

Moderately  Severe 

15 

Nil 

A.P.T.  29/9/41  27/10/41 

Nil 

Mild 

16 

Neg.  18/5/43 

— 

— 

Mild 

17 

Nil 

A.P.T.  18/8/42,  22/9/42, 

Nil 

Moderately  Severe 

18 

Nil 

A.P.T.  28/9/42,  26/10/42 

Nil 

Mild 

19 

Nil 

A.P.T.  17/9/34,  (0.5  c.c.) 

Neg. 

18/3.35  Mild 

20 

Pos.  27/1/33 

T.A.M.  7/3/33,  21/3/33,  4/4/33  Neg.  16/3/34  Mod.  Severe 

21 

Nil 

A.P.T.  8/3/43,  5/4/43 

Nil 

Mild 

22 

Nil 

T.A.FS  10/7/40,  *7/7/40  27/7/40 

Nil 

Mild 

23 

Nil 

A.P.T.  26/5/41,  23/6/41 

Nil 

Mild 

24 

Pos  15/9/41 

A.P.T.  22/9/41,  13/10/41 

Nil 

Mild 

25 

Pos.  15/9/41 

A.P.T.  22/9/41,  13/10/41 

Nil 

Mild 

26 

Pos.  19/9/38 

T. A. F.  19/9/38,  26/9/38.3/10/38 

Nil 

Mild 

27 

Nil 

A.P.T.  12/12/41,  19/1/42 

Nil 

Moderately  Severe 

28 

Nil 

A.P.T.  31/3/41,  26/5/41 

Nil 

Very  Severe 

29 

Neg.  6/2/39 

— 

— 

Mild 

30 

Pos.  9/5/38 

T.A.F.  16/5/38,  23/5/38.  30/5/38 

Nil 

Moderately  Severe 

31 

Nil 

A.P.T.  30/5/38,  13/6/38 

Nil 

Mild 

32 

Neg.  19/10/31 

— 

— 

Moderately  Severe 

33 

Nil 

T.A.M.  21/1/29,  28/1/29,  4/2/29 

Nil 

Mild 

34 

Nil 

A.P.T.  8/9/41,  6/10/41 

Nil 

Mild 

35 

Nil 

A.P.T.  8/9/41.  6/10/41 

Nil 

Mild 

36 

Nil 

A.P.T.  7/7/41,  8/9/41 

Nil 

Moderately  Severe 

37 

Neg.  15/9/41 

— 

— 

Mild 

38 

Nil 

A.PT.  9/11/42,  11/1/43, 

Nil 

Mild 

39 

Nil 

A.P.T.  21/9/42  19/10/42 

Nil 

Moderately  Severe 

40 

Neg.  15/9/41 

— 

— 

Mild 

41 

Nil 

A.P.T.  9/1/42,  6/2/42 

Nil 

Moderately  Severe 

42 

Nil 

A.P.T.  7/7/41,  28/7/41 

Nil 

Mild 

43 

Nil 

A.P.T.  21/942,  19/10/42 

Nil 

Mild 

44 

Nil 

A.P.T.  19  10/42,  9/11/42 

Nil 

Mild 

45 

Nil 

A.P.T.  21/9/42,  19/10/42 

Nil 

Mild 
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SCABIES. 

Scabies  continued  to  be  prevalent  in  the  district  during  1944. 
551  cases  were  treated  at  the  scabies  depot  established  in  the  Gas 
Cleansing  Section  of  the  Pontycymmer  Fixed  First  Aid  Post,  and 
of  these,  103  cases  either  relapsed  or  were  re-infected  and  received 
a further  course  of  treatment.  Benzyl  Benzoate  emulsion  applied 
on  two  successive  days  following  a cleansing  bath  continued  to  be 
used  for  the  treatment  of  cases. 

Authority  was  received  from  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  for 
the  erection  of  a scabies  depot  at  Ogmore  Vale  but  construction 
work  had  not  been  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

LOUSE  INFESTATION. 

The  Health  Visitors  have  taken  such  action  as  was  found 
possible  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  head  louse  infestation  in  children 
of  pre-school  age  in  an  endeavour  to  combat  this  condition.  Par- 
ticular attention  was  paid  to  the  heads  of  children  in  attendance 
at  the  Wartime  Nurseries  in  the  area  : constant  scrutiny  was 
necessary  to  ensure  that  the  children’s  heads  were  kept  free  of  lice 
and  nits.  The  prevalence  of  head-louse  infestation  in  the  area  is 
indicated  by  the  results  of  examination  of  the  heads  of  203  patients 
admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  : 

All  Ages. 

Males.  • Females. 

Verminous.  Nits.  Clean.  Verminous.  Nits.  Clean. 

28  ...  9 ...  50  50  ...  22  ...  44 


TUBERCULOSIS 


NEW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Non- 

Non- 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary  I 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  1 

F. 

! M. 

1 

F. 

0—  1 ... 

1 — 5 ... 

— 

1 

1 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—10  ... 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10—15  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— • 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 5 — 20  . . . 

4 

4 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

20—25  ... 

4 

7 

. — 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

25—35  ... 

3 

6 

2 

— 

1 

4 

— ' 

— 

35—45  ... 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45 — 55 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

• — 

55  — 65 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  & upwards 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 1 

- 

Totals 

1 20 

24 

1 10 

5 

1 « 

8 

2 

— 

Notification  of  Tuberculosis. — One  fatal  case  had  not 
been  notified  to  me  before  death. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  ; Public 
Health  Act,  1936.  Section  172. — No  action  taken  or  required. 

Treatment  of  Tuberculosis 

I am  informed  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  that  on  31st 
December,  1944,  20  cases  living  in  the  area  were  being  paid 
allowances  under  the  Government  Scheme  of  financial  assistance  to 
persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 


No.  of  cases 

No.  of  cases  in  which 

Deaths 

notified 

vision  was  unimpaired 

1 

1 

Nil 

GLAMORGAN  VITAL  STATISTICS.  URBAN  DISTRICTS,  1944 


District 

Birth- 

rate 

Death- 

rate 

Infantile 

Death-rate 

(per 

England  and  Wales 

17.6 

11.6 

1 ,000  live-births) 
46 

148  Smaller  Towns 

20.9 

12.4 

44 

Administrative  County 

19.4 

12.3 

48 

Urban  Districts 

19.2 

12.7 

50 

Aberdare 

17.3 

• • • 

15.3 

36 

Barry  Borough 

20.3 

. • . 

12.6 

46 

Bridgend 

21.7 

13.0 

28 

Caerphilly 

22.5 

• . . 

11.6 

48 

Cowbridge  Borough  ... 

17.4 

5.5 

91 

Gelligaer  

21.8 

12.1 

68 

Glyncorrwg  

23.6 

• . . 

11.3 

56 

Llwchwr 

18.7 

• . • 

11.2 

41 

Maesteg  

19.1 

13.5 

88 

Mountain  Ash 

19.4 

• . . 

13.3 

52 

Neath  Borough 

18.2 

• • ♦ 

12.2 

34 

Ogmore  and  Garw  ... 

19.3 

• • • 

10.8 

61 

Penarth 

18.1 

14.6 

22 

Pontypridd 

20.2 

• a. 

13.1 

51 

Porthcawl 

17.2 

14.4 

48 

Port  Talbot  Borough  ... 

19.5 

11.9 

43 

Rhondda 

17.4 

12.6 

51 

The  above  table  is  supplied  by  the  courtesy  of 
Dr.  A.  R.  Culley,  County  Medical  Officer. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Ogmore  and  Garw  U.D.,  1944. 

(Registrar  General).  No.  of  Deaths 


Disease. 

M. 

F. 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

2 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  

— 

— 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

2 

5 

Diphtheria  ... 

1 

1 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

6 

8 

7 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

2 

— 

8 

Syphilitic  diseases 

1 

— 

9 

Influenza 

— 

2 

10 

Measles 

— 

...  — 

11 

Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio-encephalitis 

— 

— 

12 

Acute  Inf.  encephalitis 

— 

— 

13 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus  (m)  . 
uterus  (f)  

1 

2 

14 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

5 

15 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

1 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ... 

9 

7 

17 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

18 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

6 

14 

19 

Heart  disease 

40 

26 

20 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

2 

— 

21 

Bronchitis  ... 

16 

6 

22 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ... 

9 

7 

23 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

7 

— 

24 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

2 

l 

25 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

1 

— 

26 

Appendicitis 

3 

— 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases  ... 

3 

— 

28 

Nephritis 

2 

— 

29 

Puerperal  and  post-abortion  sepsis 

— 

— 

30 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

1 

31 

Premature  birth 

5 

2 

32 

Congenital  malformation,  etc. 

7 

3 

33 

Suicide 

1 

— 

34 

Road  traffic  accidents 

1 

1 

35 

Other  violent  causes 

1 

3 

36 

All  other  causes 

23 

9 

Totals 

158 

...  101 

259 
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